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As we step into the new year, we reflect on the meaningful collaborations and initiatives that continue to
shape our work at the Coe Center. January has been a month of connection—strengthening relationships

with Indigenous communities, celebrating cultural heritage through dance, and advancing efforts to ensure
that collections are cared for by those to whom they hold the deepest significance.

In December, we welcomed the Tribal Historic Preservation Office from the Little Shell Tribe of
Chippewa of Montana to the Coe Center. In January, we had the honor of rehoming important objects to

the Alutiig Museum in Kodiak, Alaska. We are also thrilled to have hosted the Lightning Boy
Foundation's Hoop Dance Contest Simulation, witnessing the incredible dedication and artistry of young

Indigenous dancers as they prepare for the World Championship in Phoenix, AZ this February.

The Coe Center is also excited to welcome Wise Fool as we are providing temporary house for their
container on-site while they search for a new permanent home. Wise Fool's dedication to fostering

creativity and community through circus arts aligns with our mission of supporting dynamic cultural
expression in a hands-on manner.

These moments remind us of the power of collaboration, cultural stewardship, and the importance of
supporting Indigenous-led initiatives. Thank you for being part of this journey—we look forward to sharing

more in the months ahead.

—The Coe Center Team

A Hoop Dance Collaboration

THANEK YOU TO THE
PALPH 1. COL CENIEE
FOR THEIR INVALUAEBLE
COLIADORATION IN THE
SIMUIATION WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP HOOP
DANCE EVENIL.

simulation of the World Championship Hoop Dance Contest
hosted at the Coe Center's Project Space, January 25, 2025

This past weekend, we were honored to host the Lightning Boy Foundation's World Championship Hoop
Dance Contest Simulation at the Coe Center's Project Space. As a long-term partner of Lightning Boy Hoop
Foundation, we are continually inspired by their dedication to supporting and uplifting young Indigenous dancers

through the art of hoop dancing.

The event provided an invaluable opportunity for the Lightning Boy Hoop Dancers to prepare for the World
Championship Hoop Dance Contest at the Heard Museum in Phoenix on February 15 and 16, 2025.
Watching these talented dancers refine their skills and share their passion was a powerful experience for all who

attended.

A heartfelt thank you to New MexXxico Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and the
National Endowment for the Arts for their generous support in making this project possible.

Learn More About Lightning Boy

Community Visit
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Dr. Wendy Cegielski and Duane Reid visit December 12, 2024

Last December, the Coe Center welcomed Duane Reid, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, and Dr.
Wendy Cegielski as part of the Native American Collections Digital Resource Pilot Project.
Their visit focused on reviewing collections with ancestral ties to the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa

Indians of Montana and advancing efforts to protect and repatriate culiural heritage. Through the
Little Shell Cultural Heritage Database, the Tribe is ensuring the preservation of its Anishinaabe, Cree,

and Metis traditions for future generations.

Learn More About Our Guests

Rehoming Update:
Alutiig Museum Receives Cultural
Objects from the Coe Center

Fish Skin Purse (MADSS2), this is one of three objects being retumed and arriving safely fo the Alutiig Museum

As part of our ongoing rehoming initiative, the Coe has gifted three cultural objects—a mid-159th-century wooden
bowl from Kodiak Island and two skin bags by Alutiig artist Lalla Williams—to the Alutiig Museum in

Alaska.

This initiative reflects the Coe Center's commitment to ensuring Indigenous communities steward their own
cultural heritage. We are honored to support the Alutilg Museum through the Rehoming Program as part of the
Coe Center's Restructuring Project. The second phase of the Rehoming Program, to take place this fall, is to

provide participants with a small grant in support of the pieces retumed.

Read the Official Press Release

Wise Fool Lands at the Coe:
Big Moves for Big Dreams!
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Wize Fool Studio Manager Alexis "Lex" Kubicki and Executive Director Alishiva Kapoor in
front of the Wise Fool confainer at its new Coe Center temporary home.

Wise Fool's Studio Manager, Alexis "Lex" Kubicki (on left) and Executive Director Alishiya Kapoor (on right)
stand in front of the Wise Fool container at its temporary home at the Coe Center. The Coe is honored to
provide a creative landing spot for Wise Fool's storage while they search for a new permanent home. The Coe
Center is excited to support Wise Fool during this transition and is excited to see where their next chapter takes

them!
Check Out Wise Fool

I revisit and bear constantly in mind the objects of my collection to gain new insights. They are
not trophies but instruments of passion, with the power fo unexpectedly reveal mysteres.”

—Ralph T. Coe, Founder, Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts

Support the Rehoming
Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts 0 @@0
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