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The Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts has completed the Native American Collections Digital Resource
Pilot Project, a groundbreaking initiative funded by the Henry Luce Foundation. This project focused on
updating and improving the Coe's Collection Management System to ensure the accurate, culturally
approprate documentation of Native American artworks. Through deep collaboration with Indigenous
artists and community members, the Coe Center reviewed over 350 objects, correcting records,
enhancing cultural narratives, and strengthening relationships with home communities.

This initiative aligns with the Coe Center's broader Restructuring Initiative, including the planned rehoming
of its 2,500-object collection to institutions and communities committed to cultural engagement. While the
Coe Center is winding down operations, its commitment to ethical stewardship and Indigenous
collaboration will continue through these partnerships, ensuring that Mative art remains accessible and
accurately represented.

—The Coe Center Team

Native American Collections
Digital Resource Pilot Project
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Rose Burns (Coe Center Collection Manager) and Duane Reid and Wendy Cegielski (representatives from the
Little Shell Tribe of the Chippewa Indians of Montana);
Mative American Collections Digital Resource Pilot Project participant visit to the Coe Center, December 13, 2024

An excerpt from the final report:
The Collection has been brought to life in new ways. From participant Melissa Shaginoff's artistic response
fo the objects o Theresa Secord's passion in reviewing nearly a hundred baskets in fwo days, the project

has fostered lasting relationships beyond initial wisits. This is exemplified by ongoing dialogues with many
collaborators and how forming these refafionships has impacted the Coe Center's Rehoming Program.

Read the Final Report

*I revisit and bear constantly in mind the objects of my collection to gain new insights. They are
not trophies but instruments of passion, with the power to unexpectedly reveal mysteries.”

—Ralph T. Coe, Founder, Ralph T. Coe Center for the Aris

Support the Rehoming
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