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Reflecting: Celebrating Art, Community, and
Embracing Change
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The Coe Campus, including the Collections Building and Project Space Building.

In 2007, a life-changing phone call from my Uncle Ted (Ralph T. Coe) marked the
beginning of a journey | never anticipated. That was the day he asked me to start
his non-profit once he was gone. Mow, reflecting on past programs at the Ralph T.
Coe Center for the Arts, we immerse ourselves in a rich tapestry of Indigenous arts,
community engagement, and transformative experiences. Each program, a unigue
chapter in the Coe Center's narrative, contributes to the vibrant cultural fabric
defining its mission.

My uncle passed in 2010. It took time and work, but | finally amrived in Santa Fe in
2011 to begin what is now known as the Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts. At that
time, it was called the “Ralph T. Coe Foundation for the Arts.” Later, the name would
be changed from “Foundation” to “Center” to aptly convey the Coe Center's goal
that bringing diversity together leads to a greater overall understanding of the world
we live in and the opening of minds. Our logo, inspired by Calvin Hunt's Hams'pek
Totem Pole, was created to, and continues to symbolize the circles of life and how
we are all connected.

“in the woods, is perpetual youth” Hands-On Curatorial Program opening. May 2023

The Coe Center is experimental. At first, many visitors and those involved had difficulty
understanding its purpose, particularly those who found moving past the traditional
museum model challenging, whereas others grasped this concept immediately. Over
days, months, and years, the Coe team continued to push the envelope, creating a
spectrum of influential programs. Today, our mission and work are understood,
embraced, and supported.

We began with two exhibitions, one held at the Fenimore Art Museum in Cooperstown,
NY, in 2013, entitled Flain & Fancy: Naiive American Splinf Baskeis, which brought to
the forefront the importance and beauty contained within these baskets. The other, held
at the El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe, entitled The Ralph T. Coe Legacy “Instruments
of Passion,” included a breadth of artworks from the collection serving as a window into
Coe’s collecting and appreciation of Indigenous Arts. At this time, the collection was not
accessible, stored in a fine arts facility in Santa Fe. However, an opportunity to move
the collection arose, so, in January 2014, the collection was moved to its current
building at 1590 B Pacheco; we held our first public event that May. In 2020 a large
community space was added for artists and sister non-profits to use. With a little
imagination, the opportunities to give back were endless.

In 2015, the Hands-On Curatorial Program took off by engaging local high school
students with the collection, where they gained professional skills and created an
annual exhibition—it's now in its tenth year! Connoisseurship and Good Fie: Ted Coe
and Collecting Native Art was held at the Wheelwright Museum from 2015-16. In 2015
and 2016 collaborations with the School for Advanced Research in their IARC Speaker
Series continued to broaden the Coe Center's programming and reach. In 2016, we
collaborated with the Institute of American Indian Arts to host their Arfists-In-Residence
program, this led to even more collaborations with 1ALA involving the collection
augmenting in-class curriculums, internships, and, in 2023, the |AIA MFA inaugural
exhibition was held in Coe’s Project Space building.

“‘How it was handed to me™ The Caesar Family Legacy with Bruce Caesar, 2019.

The Coe Center has gone on to hold numerous programs inclusive of exhibitions,
collaborations, and intermships. We created accompanying programs engaging the
public in conversations. There is not adequate space to dive into the details of each
program, but a small sampling is A View from Here: Northwest Goast Native Arts
(2016-17), Catch 22 Paradox on Paper (2017-18), Imprint (2018-19), FUNCTION
(2019), How it was handed to me: The Caesar Family Legacy (2019), Conversations of
Qurseives: An Indigenous Survey of James Kivetoruk Moses (2020-21), Giving Growth
(2022), Looking Again (2023), Stories Within (2023-24), our Collection Spotlight series
(2020-2022), Panel discussions including First American Art Magazine and others, and
our First Friday open houses hosting at times guest artists.

However, much of what we do is behind the scenes, working with artists, community
members, elders, and students. For example, the pilot program Native American
Collections Digital Resource Pilot Project funded by the Henry Luce Foundation is
currently ongoing through December 31, 2024. The Luce Foundation's support is
funding the collaboration with living artists, relatives, and communities represented in
the collection to gather culturally relevant information and narratives. This process will
help to ensure that the information we house regarding the collection accurately
represents and respects Native American cultures and traditions.

All the programs and work that the Coe Center has embarked upon exemplify our
commitment to Indigenous arts, community building, and the transformative power of
the hands-on experience.

E=hind the scenes with Cara Romero Story Telling Through Will Wilson, 2020
and Golga Oscar, 2020

MNow, as we look back on these programs, we recognize the seeds planted in each
engagement effort. We celebrate the Coe Center's history and the milestones achieved
as we turn your attention to change and the opportunities it presents. The Coe Center
IS at a pivotal moment in its journey, building on the foundation laid by both the past
and present staff, directors, collaborators, artists, volunteers, and interns who guided
and are guiding this journey. Without these talented people, the organization would not
be where it finds itself today.

As we anticipate the future chapters in this journey, the Coe Center wishes to
announce the bold decision to restructure over the next two years. This decision to is a
testament to the Coe Center's dedication to growth, adaptability, and creating
meaningful connections. Embracing the act of letting go can, as Nani Chacon
references in the title of her mural gracing the Coe’s Project Space building, You can't
fake it with you...so give it all away, can infuse the mission with new energy, meaning,
and carry this work to unexpected places both figuratively and literally; taking the Coe
further than we can do alone or we can even imagine.

Mani Chacon (Diné and Xicana), You cant take it with you.. 50 give it afl sway, mural, 2021

In 2024, the Coe Center will channel its energy into the care of our collections; this
means not only continuing to care for them and supporting educational opportunities
but also seeking ways to expand the collection’s reach. The Coe Center is actively
exploring potential collaborations with the goal of merging its collection with another
institution (or institutions), as well as considering new possibilities for the campus—all
in the spirit of continued service to the community. While this transition means stepping
back from programs and hosting large community gatherings and exhibitions, itis a
new opportunity to serve the Santa Fe community and beyond while supporting the
mission and responsibility instilled in us by Ralph T. Coe.

Ralph T. Coe knew and understood the collection to be living, which includes
connecting the art with our community. We take pride in the progress we have made
and send our utmost gratitude to all of those who have partnered with us over the years
to bring the Coe Center to this moment, but we understand the importance of evolving
and broadening our horizons to leverage the mission even more.

As we anticipate the future chapters in this journey, the Coe Center's restructuring
represents a step toward an even greater impact, ensuring that the mission continues
to thrive and flourish under the capable guidance of today’s emerging leaders and
those who will shape the future.

We look forward to keeping you informed as the journey continues. Please stay tuned.
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