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Project Space Activated!

Since Nani Chacon (Diné and Xicana)
completed her stunning mural, You can’t
take it with you... so give it all away on
the exterior of the Coe’s new Project Space,
we have been quietly sharing our wealth of
space with members of our creative
community. We feel honored to be able to
open our doors to artists who are in need of
a temporary space in which to work on
larger-scale projects.

Throughout the fall and winter, Erica Lord
(Athabaskan/lfiupiagq) has occupied what
was once the warehouse space at 1590
Pacheco Sireet. Using this area as her
studio has helped her cover a gap in
workspace while she completes several
projects for major museum exhibitions.

Eliza Naranjo Morse, a collaborating artist
in the Coe's 2018 exhibition IMPRINT,
needed a space to work on larger-scale
paintings that could not easily fit in her
home studio. She has also been working in
the Project Space for the past few months.

Lastly, we were so pleased to extend our
time with Nani Chacon by giving much-
needed space to prep monumental surfaces
for her upcoming exhibition at SITE Santa
Fe.

As we work in stages to expand our
% capacity in the Project Space, we are so
pleased to share our wealth of space. If you
are interested in proposing a project for the
space, click here for more information.

Learn more about these artists and their work HERE.

Top: Erica Lord; Middle: Mani Chacon; Bottom: Eliza Haranjo Morse.

At the Projects Space, 2021-22

Let us take you back to the Classic period of
Mesoamerica lands, where civilizations
thrived well over 1,000 years before the
arrival of the Spanish. Societies flourished
with sophisticated agricultural and irrigation
systems, blue or red stepped pyramids,
complex calendar systems, hieroglyphic
writing systems, rituals, commerce, and
warfare. The  tfropical mountainous
highlands of Guatemala, lands of the Maya
peoples, can get cool, especially during the
rainy winter months. However, during the
dry, warmer months, especially along the
coast and low-land jungles, it is warm,
sometimes reaching 100°F (38°C). For
centuries, breathable tunics such as this
one pictured, have been ideal for women to
wear to maintain coolness.

The use of colors and symbols remains key in the Mayan textile garments. As seen in this
piece, in particular, vibrant flowers of fuchsia, scarlet, purple, and sky blue are held by
dainty green and indigo plant stems and curl or swirl upon reaching the bottom. A delicate
neck border is diligently embroidered, paving the way for smaller, more dainty flowers and
leaves of a different pattern of red and yellow on a celestial background, as if blowing in the
wind. As symbols of life and fertility, patterns of flowers are common in Mayan textiles.
Mative flowers in Guatemala include roses, lilies, violas, pansies, gladioli, and cactus
flowers. Can you tell which flowers these could be?

Learn more HERE.

Artist Unknown (Mavan, Guatemala), Shirf (Huipil). n.d.
Colton, commercial dyed wool yam, and brocade ribbon, 23.5 x 23.25in. LADOO1

Collections Spotlight
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Experience artist Mary Young Bear as she hosts COLLECTIONS SPOTLIGHT on January
25 at 3PM MT.

Mary Young Bear is a beadwork artist and the outreach officer at the Meskwaki Cultural
Center and Museum. She will discuss Meskwaki art, including beadwork and ribbonwork,

Register HERE. It's free.

COLLECTIONS SPOTLIGHT a program developed in partnership with First American
Art Magazine is an interactive, online monthly experience that brings together diverse
scholars and Mative artists who select artworks from the Coe’s collection to interpret and
discuss. The virtual Zoom format also brings together attendees from diverse regions.
Attendee questions are accepted throughout the experience via chat, and at the end opened
to audio.

These events are free and open to the general public. Watch past Collection Spoetlight events,
on the Coe Center YouTube channel HERE.

The Virtual Coe

o To view past The Virtual Coe issues, please click HERE.
, Please donate now
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