[ ® ]
E COE CENTER

T h e VI rt u a I C 0 e Being together while being apart. ..

February 25, 2022

A way to heal

Living long ago, ancestors conceded to the
elements of nature and ceremony, celestial
beings, earth, young and old, life and death.

Huichol healers, or the Virarica, as they
name themselves in their own language,
were closest to these elements—where
living nature was incorporated into healing
and the responsibiliies for the soul. The
Virarica were considered shamans and
crucial to reinstating balance and harmony
in a living person.

The Arrow carries the directions of the four
deities and descendants of “Tao Jreeku,” or
the Sun deity, to accompany the spirit of the
sick.

Through rites and the power of the Healer, by placing the Arrow close to the heart, it
‘pierces” the sickness and draws out the unnecessary and unwanted darkness trapping the
person. What is left of the disease or imbalance is removed through a concentrated energy
portal between the person and the Arrow through the Healer.

Learn more HERE about this piece of the Huichol people.

Antonio Rivera (Huichol, Mexico), Armow, c. 2000
Wood, yvarn, and feathers, 11.25 x 2.75 in. Gift of Edward J. Guarino, 2017. LADDDS

An object that can tell
stories...

This is a "I" Cong, a jade object that can

tell stories about our complex human
history. Jade Congs are characteristic of the
Liangzhu culture (dating to about 5000
BCE) of the Yangtze River Valley in China.
In the study of archeology, a “culiure” is
both geographic and temporal, meaning that
the Liangzhu culture is a specific group of
people that existed in the lower Yangtze
River valley of China at the end of the
Meolithic period, 3300 to 2250 BCE to be
specific. Furthermore, for clarification on
pronunciation, Chinese characters are
Romanized with Pinyin. The words are still
pronounced in Mandarin Chinese, therefore
the character “IZ=" is written as “cong™ with
the "c” being pronounced as a “ts" sound.
The accent mark denotes its tone, in this
case second, or rising tone.

China is no stranger to a deep history of people, with archeological evidence of humans
since at least 1.7 million years ago (a loose estimate). Through this broad span of time,
humans have lived in many social formations: tight-knit hunter-gatherer groups, small
agricultural communities, feudal kingships and empires, to today's massive megacities like
Shanghai. From this comprehensive history, there are surviving pieces of material culture
that allow us to zoom into specific peoples in time to understand a snapshot of life at that
moment.

Learn more HERE about this piece and the author, Oscar Loya. Oscar was a Hands-On
curator in 20153, 2016, and 2017. He is now a student attending Lawrence University as a
Davis New Mexico Scholar.

Arfizt Unknown (Liangzhu Culiure, China), Cong (T'sung}, c. 3000 BECE.
Jade, 1.375 x 1.75 in. Gift of Ralph T. Coe, 2011. AS0006

An artist in residence...

The Coe is thrilled to announce that the poet Layli Long
Soldier (Oglala Lakota) will be writer-in-residence at the
Coe from February through March 2022. As part of our
ongoing commitment to sharing our wealth of space and
supporting local Indigenous artists in their projects, we are
pleased to host Layli as she completes her current
manuscript.

Layli Long Soldier holds a B.IFA. from the Institute of
American Indian Arts and an M.F.A_ from Bard College. Her
poems are featured in POETRY Magazine, The New York
Times, The American Poet, The American Reader, The
Kenyon Review, BOMB, and elsewhere. She is the
recipient of an MACF National Artist Fellowship, a Lannan
Literary Fellowship, a Whiting Award, and was a finalist for
the 2017 MNational Book Award. She has also received the
2018 PEN/Jean Stein Award, the 2018 National Book
Critics Circle Award, a 2021 Academy of Arts and Letters
Award for Literature, and the 2021 Michael Murphy
Memorial Poetry Prize in the UK. She is the author of
Chromosomory (Q Avenue Press, 2010) and WHEREAS
(Graywolf Press, 2017). She resides in Santa Fe, New
Mexico.

In case you missed It...

Experience artist Mary Young Bear as she hosted
COLLECTIONS SPOTLIGHT on January 25, 2022. Mary
Young Bear is a beadwork artist and the outreach officer at
the Meskwaki Cultural Center and Museum. At this event,
she discusses Meskwaki art, including beadwork and
ribbonwork.

COLLECTIONS SPOTLIGHT a program developed in partnership with First American Art
Magazine is an interactive, online monthly experience that brings together diverse scholars
and Mative artists who select artworks from the Coe’s collection to interpret and discuss.
The virtual Zoom format also brings together attendees from diverse regions. Aftendee
questions are accepted throughout the experience via chat, and at the end opened to audio.

These events are free and open to the general public. Watch past Collection Spotlight

events, on the Coe Center YouTube channel HERE.

The Virtual Coe

To view past The Virtual Coe issues, please click HERE.
Please donate now
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