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The Virtual Coe

April 26, 2024

We are excited to share the April edition of The Virfual Coe with you. Hopefully, you are enjoying the warmer
weather and surviving all the pollenl

We are delighted to announce the opening of Reflecfions on Movement on May 17 at 5:30 pm. This event is the
culmination of a year-long journey for our 2023-24 Hands-On Curatorial Program student participants. This
thought-provoking show features works from the Coe's permanent collection that explores the concept of
movement through various media. The student curators have spent their entire academic year researching,
interpreting, and ultimately installing pieces that capture motion, travel, migration, and the flowing experiences of
human life. We invite you to experience their insightful perspectives.

Alzo included in this issue are two highlights from the Coe Collection. One article delves into the intricate artistry
of a Makah basket woven with skill around a seashell. The other spotlights a Chi Wara headdress and its
purpose. Please enjoy the stories behind these extraordinary objects!

As always, we are grateful for your support and look forward to seeing you on May 17thl

—The Coe Center Team

Reflections on Movement
Exhibition Opening

Curated by the Hands-On Curatorial Program student curators
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We are excited to invite you to the exhibition opening, Reflections on Movement, at the Ralph T. Coe
Center for the Arts on Friday, May 17th, 2:30-7200 pm.

The Coe's Hands-On Student Curatorial Program is celebrating its tenth year of working with high school
students across Santa Fe. This year's cohort of curators include Braulio Chavez (Mew Mexico School for
the Arts), Julia Gibson (Academy for Technology and Classics), and Zo€ Kountoupes-Wilson (Mandela
International Magnet School). These young curators have spent their entire school year working in the
Coe collection exploring themes of collaboration, trade, and connections across cultures. Their exhibition
guestions what makes an "artifact" worthy of display while celebrating the movement of artistic traditions
over time and place. To read more about what our student curators have been up to, click here.

Through museum visits, working with arts professionals, and weekly sessions led by Program Director
Lillia McEnaney, the students have created this exhibition from the ground up. Please join us in supporting
and recognizing the incredible work and fresh perspectives of these young curators!

Hands-On Curatorial Student visit the Museum of International Folk Art, April 2024

Interwoven

Artist Once Known, (Makah, Morthwest Coast, Washington, USA), Se5 Shell Easket, ¢ 1940-60.
Cedar bark, ryegrass, shell, 3.5 x425x 3750, (8.9 x 10.8 x 9.5 cm). Gift of Ralph T. Coe, 2011

This small basket-covered shell, woven with cedar bark and twined ryegrass, is a captivating relationship
with the environment that has developed through the ages. It was woven in the mid-twentieth century by a
member of the Makah, a tribe of the Pacific Northwest who inhabit Neah Bay, located on the Olympic
Peninsula of Washington.

Learn About the Makah Tribe and their Rich Culture

The Amazing Chi Wara
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Artist Once Known (BEamana, West Africa), Headdress (Chi Wara/Si Wara), ©. 1900, Wood and metal, 371 x 16 x 2.5in. (8943 x 406

¥ 6.3 cm.). Gift of Ralph T. Coe, 2011. AFDDTS

Bamana (also known as Bambara) oral traditions credit Chi Wara, a mythical being half mortal and half
animal, with introducing agriculiure. The Banama people live today in many parts of West Africa, including
Mali, Guinea, Burkina Faso, and Senegal.

Read More About Chi Wara's Legacy

Learning with Rose Burns

Step behind the scenes with Rose Burns, our Collections Manager, as she unveils what we do to
safequard the collection from light.

Restructuring Program:
Request for Proposals
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The Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts is thrilled to announce the first steps of its restructuring, paving the
way for the progression of our collections, and envisioning new possibilities for the campus. Since 2007,
the Coe Center, a private 201(c)3 in Santa Fe, has been dedicated to increasing public awareness,
education, and appreciation of Indigenous arts, emphasizing hands-on experiences, and learning through
actively engaging art.

With over 2,500 objects representing worldwide Indigenous cultures, its core encompasses the span of
historic to contemporary North American artworks. The Coe Center is committed to community through its
renowned and innovative programs, including the Hands-On Curatorial Program, collaborations,
partnering, events, and exhibitions. Ralph T. Coe knew and understood the collection to be living, and he
believed in connecting art with community. We take immense pride in the progress made and express our
utmost gratitude to all who have partnered with us to bring the Coe Center to this moment. However, we
recognize the importance of evolving and broadening our horizons to leverage the mission and this
important work even more.

Restructuring Goals: Our primary objective is to find passionate partners committed to upholding the Coe

mission, extending the impact of our Luce Foundation Pilot program grant, and continuing the legacy of
providing direct access to both artists and communities through the rehoming of the Coe Collection.

Read the Official RFP

Visit the Coe Center!

Through December 20, 2024, immerse yourself in our extensive collection of more than 2,500 artworks
representing diverse cultures from around the world and throughout time. This interactive journey promises a one-
of-a-kind chance to enrich your knowledge and admiration for global diversity.

Reach out to us to arrange your visit— we're excitedly awaiting your arrivall

Call: 505-983-6372
Email: infoi@dcoeartscenter.org

| revisit and bear constantly in mind the objects of my collection to gain new insights. They are not
frophies but instruments of passion, with the power to unexpectedly reveal mysieries.”

—Ralph T. Coe
Founder, Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts

Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts G @@0
1590 B Pacheco 3, Santa Fe, MM 87505
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