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Happy Summer!

Bouquets created by Eliza Maranjo Maorse.

Summer has armved—with a bang! The Coe Center is following suit, alithough it is pretty cool inside our
Collections Building. We keep it cool to care for the Coe Collection—learn more about collection care in
the short article included in this issue. It has been thrilling to see visitors view the inaugural I1ALA MFASA
thesis exhibition installed in the Coe’s Project Space Building; the Coe Staff and Board heartily
congratulate the artists and IAIA for such a successful program! Our work on the Henry Luce Foundation
Grant-funded Pilot Project is in full swing. Artists, community members, and experts are already helping
kickstart the process. Leamn more about this program and the Henry Luce Foundation Grant below.

We were honored to host graduate students in the new UNM Confluence Low-Residency Concentration,
MEA In Studio Art, at the Coe. Accomplished Cherokee artist, Kade Twist, led a workshop with students
finding themselves drawn into and becoming lost in the collections during their breaks.

Finally, as Santa Fe gears up for all the summer festivities, please keep us in mind. The Coe will be open
August 14-18, 1-4 pm, prior to Indian Market. Or schedule a private tour and avoid the downtown crowds
(remember, it's cool inside), or visit us on First Friday. Please stay tuned for announcements about the
Coe’s summer event on Friday, August 18, with First American Art Magazine.

Thank you for your continued support and interest in the Coe, and we look forward to seeing you soonl

—Your Coe Center Team

Thank You for Your Support!

The Coe Center explores and connects through experiencing the world's Indigenous Arts. The Coe Center
creates awareness, education, and appreciation of Indigenous Arts. We connect people and art through
inclusive hands-on experiential leaming, collaboration, and partnering. In this, we responsibly steward a
diverse and eclectic collection of world Indigenous Art that supports community narmratives.

Support the Coe!

Paula Castillo at the

Coe!

Faula Castilo working with the collzction at the Coe Center, June 22, 2023,

Mestizaje artist, scholar, educator, and activist Paula Castillo visited the Coe Center on June 22 to view
and study Dine, Apache, and Athabascan works in the Coe Collection. Paula is researching art from these
Indigenous communities to understand how they helped shape pre-Spanish Mew Mexico. During her brief
visit, she was curious to identify similarities in all these pieces. The Coe was the first stop for Paula as she
continues her research at the University of Alaska Museum of the North in July. We look forward to
welcoming her back to the Coe as she continues this intriguing project.

Stay tuned! Paula will be a guest presenter at an upcoming First Friday. Paula will discuss objects within
the Coe Collection that she finds fascinating and illuminating.

Conservation Corner: Paper

Rose Burns, Collections Manager, reviews the condifion of
the paper from a 16th-ceniury woodout, June 2023,

Learn more as we explore the unique challenges involved in conserving paper art, from understanding the
properties of cellulose to the impact of storage conditions and handling technigues. Also, get an overview
of the fascinating history of rag paper and how modern materals can affect the durability of artworks, the
effects of light exposure, and discuss the importance of proper storage materials.

Preserving Fragile Beauty

A New Collaboration
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We are delighted to unveil a thrilling partnership between the Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts and Local
Contexts, forged on a mutual dedication to honoring and safeguarding Indigenous cultural heritages. This
collaborative partnership allows the Coe to integrate Local Contexts’ protocols that aid us in promoting
reverence for Indigenous communities’ viewpoints and entittements, nurturing a conscientious approach to
cultural matenals.

The Coe and Local Contexts have already begun this exciting collaborative journey. Ve look forward to
gaining invaluable insights from Local Contexts and the communities we engage with. Together, our
objective is to empower communities, bridge existing gaps, and grow overall awareness and
understanding. We encourage you to stay tuned for updates on this endeavor in future editions of The
Virtual Coe.

The Henry Luce Foundation Grant Award
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Rose Bumns, Hedi Brandow, and Jad Fouir go over DNne objects and taxtiles, June 2022,

As part of our work towards The Henry Luce Foundation grant, Heidi Brandow and Jed Foutz visited the
Coe on June 14th to look at Diné objects and textiles.

The Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts has received a $100,000 grant from the Henry Luce Foundation to
support a pilot project aimed at revitalizing its Collection Management System. The pilot project will focus
on making the database more culturally accurate and inclusive, reflecting multiple perspectives and
communities represented within the collection.

As part of the pilot program, the Coe Center will collaborate with living artists, relatives, and communities
represented in the collection to gather culturally relevant information and narratives. This process will help
to ensure that the collection accurately represents and respects Native American cultures and traditions.
The Coe Center will facilitate meetings, on-site visits, and documentation through a digital archive
process.

"WWe are thrilled to receive this grant from the Luce Foundation, which will enable us to take an important
step towards making our collection more culturally accurate and inclusive,” said Rachel de W. Wixom,
Executive Director of the Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts. "We hope this pilot program will serve as a
model for similar organizations and contribute to a process that reasserts authorship to Native American
artists and community members.”

Special First Friday Guest
Ken Williams Jr.

ken Williams Jr's work in the Coe Collection with some pieces he will discuss.

We are absolutely HONORED to have such amazing qguests for First Friday.

Mark your calendars for July 7th as we will have a special guest Ken Williams Jr. (Arapaho/Seneca), who
will lead an informal discussion on artworks specially selected by Ken.

Bring curious minds, lots of questions, and be ready for an engaging afternoon!

Join us for First Friday, July 7th, with Ken Williams.
The discussion starts at 1 PM. Collection viewing is from 2-4 PM.

“I revisit and bear constantly in mind the objects of my collection to gain new insights. They are not
frophies but instruments of passion, with the power to unexpectedly reveal mysteries.”

—Ralph T. Coe
Founder, Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts

Donate to the Coe's Mission
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