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August is almost here...

Board Director and Chair Kenneth Johnson, Collections Manager Rose Burns, and Board Director and Vice Chair Laurence hMoss
lending a helping hand with the Annual Inventony!

August is almost here, and the Coe is excited for a busy month of events!

The next exhibition, Looking Again, opens on August's First Friday, August 4th, 1-4 PM. Curated from
the Coe collection by our own Alex Pefia, Looking Again requires more profound engagement with the
artwork, asking viewers to use their insights, experiences, and questions to connect deeper.

The Coe will be open daily, August 14-18, from 1-4 PM, before Indian Markel.

On Friday, August 18, we offer a special event at the Coe in collaboration with Firsf American Art
Magazine. Meet the Next Wave of Indigenous Curators, is a roundtable discussion with up-and-coming
Indigenous curators moderated by America Meredith (Cherokee Nation). This is a moment not to be
missed! Scroll down to learn more.

We encourage you to scroll down to leam more about what we've been up to in July.

—Your Coe Team

Your Donations Support Exhibitions!

Your support isn't just about funding an event; it's about empowering artists, encouraging innovation, and
enriching the cultural fabric of our community. Together, we can create a lasting impact and bring art
closer to people's hearts.

Your generous donations play a vital role in covering the costs of curating and organizing exhibitions like
Looking Again. By contributing, you'll directly impact the success of this exhibition and enable us to
provide a transformative experience to art enthusiasts of all ages.

Thank YOU for being a beacon of support in our community!

Support the Coe!

Hide and Seek

Cocumenting during the Coe Annual Inventony, July 2023,

We are excited to announce the Coe Annual Inventory of the entire collection is completel A huge shout-
out of gratitude to all the volunteers, Board Directors, and staff who helped. This behemoth of a task could
not have been completed without everybody's assistance—over 2,500 piecesl

An annual collection inventory ensures that all pieces are physically accounted for. It accurately
documents each object’s location, making access easier when including them in exhibitions,
programming, research, loans, or educational outreach. It also gives the staff, Board Directors, and
volunteers, a chance to become even more familiar with the incredible breadth of the collection—to look
closely, and look again rekindling old friendships while perhaps making new ones.

While going up and down ladders and stairs to find specific pieces, we worked in teams of two. The
inventory creates the opportunity to briefly assess an object's condition. Is the piece healthy? Does it have
bugs? Has it been damaged or needs more in-depth attention? We can check for and add identifying tags
—if they have been lost. Without its tag or identifying number, it becomes challenging to connect the piece
to any information held in the Coe archives, whether electronic data or physical files.

Finding all the artwork can be challenging or even daunting at times. It can become very much a game of
hide and seekl Sometimes it seems as if a piece is playing a trick—you remember seeing it and even can
remember where on a particular shelf, but it's not there—is it hiding, or is it a trick of the mind? The piece
cloaks itself, becoming invisible. And then, when you are about to sit down and cry in exasperation—
suddenly, there it is. It has decided to reveal itselfl Large pieces, small pieces—it doesn't matter. And once
found, and you realize how silly your frustration has been because the piece has been in front of you the
entire time—aughter abounds at finally connecting.

Once the physical inventory is completed—the locations, conditions, etc., all documented—the arduous
process of inputting this information from the inventory sheets into the Coe database begins. It is very
time-consuming as each object record must be accessed and updated to include the location and any
important notes regarding the condition. All of this information is vital for accurate records and for proper
care of the Collection.

And next year, in either June or July, we start again from the beginning. ..

What is Local Contexts?
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Last month, the Coe Center announced our collaboration with Local Contexts. Here is more information
about the institution and how it helps Indigenous communities.

Local Contexts is a groundbreaking initiative to connect communities with their rich cultural heritage,
ensuring diverse voices are heard and respected. It powerfully embraces inclusivity, promotes cultural

understanding, and fosters collaboration.

Local Contexts' Labels, including the TK, “Traditional Knowledge,” and "Notices,” are at the heart of this
initiative. Developed through sustained partnerships and testing within Indigenous communities across
multiple countries, these Labels and MNotices provide a unique opportunity for communities to express their
local and specific conditions for sharing and engaging in future research and relationships for each
artwork. The Labels and Notices give Indigenous communities ownership to define protocols for using,
sharing, and circulating knowledge and data. The ultimate intention for Labels, which are public facing, is
that they physically accompany each piece and appear in social media posts and websites.

The "TK" Labels are essential for including local protocols for accessing and using cultural heritage that
digitally circulates outside community contexts. They help identify and clarify community-specific rules and
responsibilities regarding access and future use of traditional knowledge, encompassing sacred and
ceremonial materials, gender-restricted materials, seasonal conditions of use, and outreach-specific
materials.

Each community has the opportunity to customize the “TK” Label text, providing specificity and context.
The title of each "TK" Label can be translated into multiple languages and displayed. However, each "TK”
Label design or logo never changes to ensure national and international recognition and integrity across
various content and collection management systems, online repositories, websites, and physical exhibits.

We invite you to explore Local Contexis’ website at hitps.//localcontexts.org to leam more.

Explore Local Contexts

Ken Williams at the Coe

Honored to hawe Ken Williams speak at the July First Friday, 2023,

Ken Williams Jr. delighted July's First Friday attendees with a captivating and educational conversation, replete
with a gift drawing from things he had brought to the event—there were some happy winners!

Ken specifically requested not to speak about his art practice or the pieces by him in the Coe Collection,
preferring to look and talk about other Collection objects which he found particularly meaningful or inspiring. He
chose beautifully carved "combs™ by Stanley Hill (Mohawk), miniature beaded objects by Joyce Growing-Thunder
(Assiniboine-Sioux), and a variety of other small artworks. Ken had the privilege of knowing Ted Coe personally.
He spoke about how Ted inspired and helped him to continue his career as an artist.

Ken's presentation showed his incredible depth of knowledge about Indigenous art. His eloquent
discussion about each piece felt like listening to a seasoned art historian, making the work come alivel
Hearing new perspectives and histories of the objects made all attending more deeply connect with the
pieces, even If they may have seen some of them at the Coe Center several times before. It was a treat to
have Ken speak for our First Friday. Thank you Ken!

We try to make each First Friday unique by offering special programming like this. If you haven't been to
one yet, please join us on August 4, 1-4 PM.

First Friday: Opening of Looking Again

Robert Davidson (Haida), Bracelet, c.1880-82. Yellow Gold, 1.75x 3 in. (4.4 = 7.6 cm). MADMET.

Join us on Friday, August 4 to experience the opening of Looking Again, a Coe Center—organized
exhibition, that encourages visitors to /ook, look, and /ook again, the core mantra of collector and founder
Ted Coe.

Asking viewers to look at an artwork multiple times generates guestions, insights, and deeper
connections. Without being told what art means, or its purpose, requires personal engagement and
drawing upon one’s experiences. Looking Again features carefully selected Indigenous art from North
America and beyond. The exhibition is on view through November 3, 2023

First Friday: Looking Again OPENING
Friday, August 4th 1-4 PM

We can't wait to see everyone here at the Coel

Look, look, and look again...

Meet the Next Wave of Indigenous Curators
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&rtist Once Known, Bashet {detail), ¢.1830-80. Brown ash splint, 5= 11.3 im. {(12.7 x 28.7 em). NADT13.

The Coe Center and First American Art Magazine collaborate to host leaders within the rising new wave of
Mative American curators, who will share their innovative approaches to curating Indigenous and
mainstream art to connect to diverse audiences.

This roundtable discussion with up-and-coming Indigenous curators moderated by America Meredith
(Cherokee Nation) include_Kalyn Fay Bamoski (Cherokee Nation/Muscogee), Assistant Curator of Native
Art, Philbrook Museum of Art; Nadia Jackinsky-Sethi, Ph.D. (Alutiiq), Art Historian, University of Alaska;
Rachelle B. Pablo (Ding), Curator, 516 Arts; Melissa Shaginoff (Ahtna Athabascan/Northern Paiute),
Independent Curator; and Tess Lukey (Aquinnah Wampanoag), Associate Curator of Native Art at the
Trustees, Boston, MA.

Friday, August 16th, presentation at 2 PM followed by a reception until 4 pm.

Learn More About Next Wave

“I revisit and bear constantly in mind the objects of my collection to gain new insights. They are not
frophies but instruments of passion, with the power to unexpectedly reveal mysteries.”

—Ralph T. Coe
Founder, Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts

Donate to the Coe's Mission
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