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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts Gifts Coe Center Campus to the 
Institute of American Indian Arts as Part of Rehoming Program 

Santa Fe, NM — [Insert Date] — The Ralph T. Coe Center for the Arts (Coe Center) 
proudly announces the transfer of its campus to the Institute of American Indian Arts 
(IAIA), scheduled for the week of December 15, 2025. This gift marks a significant 
milestone in the Coe Center’s visionary Rehoming Program, an initiative designed to 
ensure the long-term stewardship and purposeful use of the Center’s physical and 
programmatic resources. 

In addition to the campus gift, a substantial grant will accompany the transfer to 
support the upgrading, maintenance, and care of the buildings and property. The grant 
amount will be announced in fall 2025 and is part of a broader funding program in 
support of Rehoming Program participants. 

Launched to coincide with the planned sunset of the organization, the Rehoming 
Program represents the culmination of the Coe Center’s mission to connect, support, 
and amplify Indigenous artists and communities. Through strategic partnerships, the 
program transfers Coe resources—including collections, facilities, and financial 
support—to Tribes as well as to organizations whose work aligns with the Center’s 
founding values and commitment to Indigenous arts, education, and cultural exchange. 
More information about the Rehoming Program is available at www.coeartscenter.org. 

Founded in honor of curator and collector Ralph T. Coe (1929–2010), the Coe Center 
has served as a hub for Indigenous creative expression and intercultural dialogue. 
Since its establishment, the Center has prioritized relationships over transactions, 
working in close collaboration with Native artists and cultural practitioners to host 
exhibitions, artist residencies, internships, and community programs. Its collection of 
over 2,500 Indigenous artworks from around the globe has served as a catalyst for 
learning and connection across generations. 

The Institute of American Indian Arts, based in Santa Fe, is a nationally acclaimed 
institution dedicated to the study, advancement, and celebration of contemporary 
Indigenous arts and cultures. Its selection as the recipient of the Coe Campus reflects 
a shared commitment to Indigenous education, artistic innovation, and community 
engagement. 

“We are honored to steward the Coe Center Campus and carry forward its legacy of 
celebrating Indigenous arts and cultures. This gift is a living testament to the Coe 
Center’s vision, and we look forward to shaping it into a vibrant space for creativity, 
learning, and connection for generations to come,” said Felipe J. Estudillo Colón 
(Laguna Pueblo), IAIA Provost and Chair of the Native American Art History program.  

This historic gift ensures the continued vitality of the Coe Center’s legacy while 
empowering IAIA to expand its impact and deepen its roots within the community. 
Both organizations look forward to a future enriched by collaboration, creativity, and 
cultural stewardship. 
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